Shepard’s Citations Service
®

Shepardize a case when you have
its citation

What is the Shepard’s Citations Service?
It is the largest publisher of legal citators in the
United States. Shepard’s has been the premier service
for updating case law, statutes, and other sources of
law for over 100 years. Shepard’s Citations Service
publishes nearly 200 different citators and is available
in print form and exclusively online through the
LexisNexis services.

1. Click the Shepard’s tab.
2. Type the citation in the open field.
3. Click the radio button beside a report format
to select either FULL (the default) or KWIC.
4. Click Check.
Note: You can also move into Shepard’s
directly from a case you are viewing.
Click the Shepardize link at the top of a page.

Validate your research:
Is your case good law?
Determine if your case is good law and whether you can
use your case for the legal point you support.
The reliance on precedent means you need to be
sure that the authority you cite is still valid, recognized
as “good law.” You need to make certain that cases have
not been reversed on appeal or overruled by more recent
cases, and that statutes have not been repealed or found
unconstitutional.
Use Shepard’s Citations Service to quickly update:
Material to be updated

Sample citation

Federal and state case law

410 us 113

United States Code sections

42 usc 12101

Statutes from all 50 states

ne code 30-2806 /ny gen mun 370
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Shepard’s for Validation (KWIC™) includes all
subsequent appellate history, citing references that
contain any editorial treatment of your case, and new
citing cases that have yet to be analyzed by Shepard’s
editors. This format does not include prior history.

B

Shepard’s for Research (FULL) includes all
prior and subsequent history, every citing reference
from case law, law review articles, periodicals, annotated
statutes, treatises, annotations, and the Shepard’s
Summary that shows you how citing references
impact your authority.

C

Citation Formats — If you do not know a citation
format, click here to locate the proper format and
enter the correct citation.

Regulations, including the
49 cfr 27.1
Code of Federal Regulations
U.S. and state constitutional
provisions

U.S. Const. art. 6

Court rules, including the
Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure and Evidence
Annotations

frcp 31

Law review articles from
selected publications

21 mich j int’l l 527

Individual U.S. patents

patno 4596812

Canadian case law

88 C.L.L.C. 17,023

When you Shepardize ® a case, you will receive a full
treatment and history analysis as well as a complete
listing of authorities that have cited your case with citing
references organized by jurisdiction and court, followed
by secondary sources (e.g., annotations and law reviews).
Shepard’s expert analysis is typically available within
24 – 48 hours of receipt of a new citation to your case.
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Review Shepard’s results

A
H
I
F
B
C
D

K

A Shows the total number of citing
references in the FULL view—and
the number of references on this
Web page. Use Next Page to move
to more citing references.
B Shepard’s Signal Indicators shows
that citing references for McNeil
include strong negative history.
C Shepard’s Summary provides key
references at a glance and bolds
editorial treatment that generated
the Shepard’s Signal.
D Link to citing references with
specific treatments, or move
directly to law reviews, statutes
and treatises. Use the arrow in
the bottom right corner of the
navigation bar to jump through
citing references. (See E.)
E

Use the Navigation Bar to move
among the references easily, e.g.,
to go to a specific jurisdiction or a
particular treatment.

F

Select Custom Restrictions to
restrict your view to particular
treatments, jurisdictions, date
ranges and reporter headnotes.

L

G Click a treatment type, e.g., cited
by. An analysis definition
pops up!
H Click FOCUS™ to search for
particular points of law or fact
patterns in your citing references.

Look at the Shepard’s
Summary first for an easy-to-read
synopsis that shows why your
case received the Shepard’s
Signal Indicator.
The Shepard’s Navigation Bar is
like an electronic table of contents
of your Shepard’s report. Use this
bar to move to any report category.
Just highlight and go!

SHEPARD’S CITATIONS SERVICE
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G

I

J

J Click the Legend link for a list of all
Shepard’s Signals and definitions.

E

K Click the Hide/Show links to display
or mask these history fields.
Check case history before Custom
Restrictions to preview and narrow
references that are not part of the
direct history.

Link to Shepard’s Table of Authorities,
which shows you how the
authorities McNeil used have
been treated subsequently.
If these authorities have been
weakened, McNeil may have
been weakened.

L Use checkboxes to select
documents from your result set
for document delivery.

Narrow your results with
Custom Restrictions

Pinpoint specific language with the
FOCUS feature

Shepard’s Custom Restrictions is a fast and easy way
to preview where and how your case has been cited.
You can narrow your Shepard’s results by analysis,
jurisdiction, headnotes, and date.

Use the FOCUS feature to look for specific words or
phrases within the citing references listed in your
Shepard’s report. This will help you pinpoint fact patterns
or issues within the full text of your references. If you plan
to use Custom Restrictions, use this feature before using
the FOCUS feature. Custom Restrictions is not available
within the FOCUS feature.

To customize your Shepard’s report:
1. Click Custom link at the top of the report.
2. Click in the checkboxes to select the restrictions
you want for your report.

To use the FOCUS feature:
1. Click FOCUS at the top of the page.

3. Click Show Restrictions.

2. Type your search terms in the open field of the template,
using a Terms and Connectors search request.

4. To clear restrictions and return to the previous
viewing format, click Unrestricted.

3. Click FOCUS.
To return to the screen you were viewing before the
FOCUS search, click Unrestricted at Trail in the upper
left corner of the page.
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Validate multiple citations when you
have the citations

Validate a Statute or Regulation
When your issue is governed by statutory law, the
Shepard’s Citations Service will pinpoint relevant case
law, statutes and other legal authorities that impact your
statutory or regulatory section.

™

Use the LexisNexis Get & Print form to retrieve multiple
documents when you have the citations, then print all
the documents without first viewing the documents:
1. Click the Get & Print link at the bottom of the
Get a Document by Citation template or
the Shepard’s template.

In addition to statutes, you can Shepardize:


2. Sign on with your LexisNexis ID and click Sign On





3. Type or select the required information on the
template. Note: Separate citations with a hard
return (press the Enter key) or type semicolons
between citations.

administrative rules and regulations, including
the Code of Federal Regulations
court rules, including Federal Rules
constitutional provisions
jury instructions

4. Click inside the checkbox for Shepardize
these citations.

To validate a statute:

5. Click Get

2. Type the citation (e.g., 21 usc 848 (q)(9) )
in the open field.

1. Click the Shepard’s tab.

After you click Get, a dialog box confirms your submitted
request. Next, your requested report displays.

3. Select Shepard’s for Research (Full) to see
the universe in which the statute has been cited.
4. Click Check.

Search Tip: Click the Citations Format link
on the Get & Print template if you’re unsure
of the correct format for a citation you want to enter.

Validate a case when you are viewing it
You can also Shepardize a case you are viewing by
clicking on the Shepard’s Signal Indicator attached to
your case.

The Shepard’s Signal Indicator gives you an at-a-glance indication of the precedential value of your case.

Warning – Negative treatment indicated
Contains strong negative history or treatment of your case (e.g., overruled or reversed).
Caution – Possible negative treatment indicated
Contains history or treatment that may have a significant negative impact on your case
(e.g., limited or criticized).
Positive treatment indicated
Contains history or treatment of your case that has a positive impact on your case
(e.g., affirmed or followed).
Cited and neutral analysis indicated
Contains treatment of your case that is neither positive or negative (e.g., explained).
Citation information available
Citing references are available for your case but do not have history or treatment analysis
(e.g., law review citations).

For viewing or printing, you can choose to show or hide
the Shepard’s Signal indicators. Click Show Signals
or Hide Signals options at the top of the screen.

SHEPARD’S CITATIONS SERVICE

28

Validate underlying citations using the
Shepard’s Table of Authorities

To request a Shepard’s Table of
Authorities for your case

Use the Shepard’s Table of Authorities (TOA) to evaluate
quickly the authorities your cited case used as the basis
for its opinion. Shepard’s TOA provides:

1. Click the TOA link while viewing a case or in
a Shepard’s report, or click the TOA tab after
selecting the Shepard’s tab.



2. Type your citation in the open field.

At-a-glance analysis of a case’s foundation,
uncovering hidden weaknesses even in cases
with no obvious negative treatment.



In-depth information on the legal authorities cited
within a case.



A list of cases for law reviews available through
the LexisNexis services.

3. Click Check.

G
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B
F

A

Click here for an explanation of Shepard’s Signal indicators.

B

Click the case name to view the full text of a citing reference.

C

Use the FOCUS feature to search for terms, specific facts, or points of law mentioned
in the cited references.

D

Hide/Show all parallel citations (the default is Hide).

E

Click here to link to the Shepard’s report for that reference. Shepard’s Signal indicator
shows the treatment and history of a cited reference.

F

Jump to the first location in Juncker where Parratt is cited by using the First Reference Link.

G

Print, download, fax or e-mail your results*

*Subject to terms and conditions of your LexisNexis subscription.
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Shepard’s Editorial Analyses
The following list includes the most commonly used Shepard’s analysis codes. When online, click the Legend link at the
bottom left corner of your Shepard’s report for a list of all the Shepard’s Signal Indicators and definitions.

Cases
Affirmed

On appeal, reconsideration or rehearing, the citing case affirms or adheres to the
case you are Shepardizing.

Criticized

The citing opinion disagrees with the reasoning/result of the case you are Shepardizing
although the citing court may not have the authority to materially affect its
precedential value.
The citing case differs from the case you are Shepardizing either by involving dissimilar
fact patterns or requiring a different application of the law.

Distinguished
Explained

The citing opinion interprets or clarifies the case you are Shepardizing in a
significant way.

Followed

The citing opinion relies on the case you are Shepardizing as controlling or persuasive
authority.
The citing opinion restricts the application of the case you are Shepardizing, finding
that its reasoning applies only in specific, limited circumstances.

Limited
Modified

On appeal, reconsideration or rehearing, the citing case modifies or changes
in some way, including affirmation in part or reversal in part, the case you are
Shepardizing.

Overruled

The citing case expressly overrules or disapproves all or part of the case you are
Shepardizing.
The citing opinion questions the continuing validity or precedential value of the case
you are Shepardizing because of intervening circumstances, including judicial or
legislative overruling.
On appeal, reconsideration or rehearing, the citing case reverses the case you are
Shepardizing.

Questioned

Reversed

Statutes and Regulations
Amended

The citing reference, typically a session law or other record of legislative action, or a
record of administrative action, amends or alters the statute, regulation or order you
are Shepardizing.

Constitutional

The citing case upholds the constitutionality of the statute, rule or regulation you are
Shepardizing.

Interpreted or
Construed

The citing opinion interprets the statute, rule or regulation you are Shepardizing in
some significant way, often including a discussion of the statute’s legislative history.

Repealed

The citing reference, typically a session law or other record of legislative action,
repeals or abrogates the statute you are Shepardizing.

Unconstitutional The citing case declares unconstitutional the statute, rule or regulation that you
are Shepardizing.
Valid
Void or Invalid

SHEPARD’S CITATIONS SERVICE

The citing case upholds the validity of the statute, rule, regulation or order that you
are Shepardizing.
The citing case declares void or invalid the statute, rule, regulation or order that you
are Shepardizing.
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